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the rotation of parties, and fluctuation of measures, re-
duced the ministry to subsist upon artifices, to amuse the
senate with exorbitant demands, only that they might ob-
tain the necessary grants, and to pretend expenses which
never were incurred, that the supplies which the publick
affairs really required, might riot be withheld; as fraudu-
lent tradesmen fix immoderate prices, that the buyer may
make offers proportionate to their demands.

The estimates, therefore, of that reign are of very little
authority, though they might sometimes pass the house
without censure; for it is to be considered, that by the
frequency of new elections, the greatest part of the mem-
bers were often unacquainted with the state of publick
accounts, and that an army was so little known to this
kingdom, that tho true expense of it might easily be
concealed.

Nor is this, sir, the only fallacy of this argument; for it
supposes, likewise, that the nation is no less wealthy than
in the time when that computation was offered, with which
this is so triumphantly compared. For every man knows
that publick as well as private expenses are to be propor-
tioned to the revenue by which they are supplied, and that
the charges which are easily supported at one time, may
threaten ruin at another.

But unhappily, sir, it is evident, that, since the days of
that sovereign, the nation has been exhausted by a long
and wasteful war, and since, by a peace equally destruc-
tive, it is embarrassed with au enormous debt, and entangled
in treaties, of which the support may call every day for
new expenses; it has*suffered since that time a thousand
losses, but gained no advantage, and yet the expenses of
that time are mentioned as an example to be compared
with those which are proposed in this*

The difference of the condition of the British nation at
those two periods of time, sir, is not less than that of the
strength of the same man in the vigour of youth and tha
frigidity of old age, in the flush of health and the languor
of disease, of the same man newly risen from rest and
plenty, and debilitated with hunger and fatigue,